
DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 116 857 EC 008 928

k0Th(41; koyd, virlyn A.; vettigrew, Nancy J.
TITLE Educational and Occupational Aspirations of Students

in Three high Schools in Anderson, South Carolina,
1973.

Pub LATE 2 Feb 76
NOTE V4.; Paper presented at the Rural Sociology Section

of the Annual Meeting of the Southern Association of
Agricultural Scientists (Mobile, Alabama, Febraary
2-4, 1976)

ELES PRICE MF-$0.76 bC -$1.58 Plus Postage
DESCRIPT(AS *Aspiration; Caucasians; *Education; *Expectation;

Grade 10; High School Students; Negroes;
*Occupations; Racial Differences; Sex Differences;
*Vocational Education

IDENTIFIERS *Anderson County South Carolina School District;
South Carolina (Anderson)

AbSTFACT
The hypothesis that the educational and occupational

aspirations of students who choose to attend a vocational high school
differ from those attending conventional high schools was tested. The
educational and occupational aspirations and expectations of 10th
grade high school students in a vocational high school were compared
with those of 1Cth grade students in two conventional high pchools in
Anderson, South Carolina. Administered to all 10th grade students in
the three schools on the day of interview in 1972, questionnaire
responses were obtained for 236 and 80 white sales; 250 and 76 white
females; 60 and 4 nonwhite sales; and 65 and 14 nonwhite females from
the unormal° and vocational schools respectively. Results indicated:
(1) the hypothesis was supportable; (2) a lower proportion of
students from the vocational school had a preference for professional
and technical occupations (with the exception of the nonwhite sales,
where the swill nusber precluded conclusions); (3) a larger
proportion of both white and nonwhite female vocational students
aspired to clerical, sales, or service worker jobs; (4) with the
exception of nonwhite females, a smaller proportion of the vocational
students were interested in higher education; and (5) more of the
vocational students were desirous of coapleting their formal training
with vocational or high ,school. (JC)

*************************a****aae**************************************
Documents acquired by ERIC include many inforsal unpublished

* materials not available 'Eros other sources. ERIC sakes every effort *
* to obtain the best copy available. Xevertheless, items of marginal. *
* reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the quality *
* of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions EPIC sakes available *
* via the EPIC Document. Ieproduction Service (EDT.kS). BUS is not
* responsible for the quality of the original document. Reproductions *
* supplied by EDP.: are the best that can be made from the original. *
********************************************aaae***********************



y,$ ygpikeTamENT OP 144ALTN.

NAT11100AL TWIT TRO
11011CATelel A

TT

STPUCATNIN

DOCUMENT HAS SEEN REPRO-
0 exAcyor AS REcekvio F Rom

PROM**. oROANQATIONortofy
IryG IT pomT5 of v;Ew OR;OPINtoNs
rATED 00 NOT secissAist AV EppE
prowogoAPIcIAL NATIONAL oysT/TUTE 0F

ATMS POSITION OR POLICY Educational ohc4 Occupational Aspirations of Students
in Three high Schools in Andereen, South Carolina, 1973-1
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4,9 Beckjround
NA,
re4 During the course of participaeine in Southern Regional Research Pro-
r-4 ject S-81, "Development,of Human Resource Potentials of Rural Youth in the

South and Their Patterns of Mobility," data have been collected that pro-
vide an opportunity to compare the educational and occupational aspirations
of students whd have elected to attend a vocational high school with other
students in the same geographic locality 10'0 are attending "regular" high
ecueols.

The loeale.involved is School District Five of Anderson County South
Carolina. This school district is made up of the city of Anderson and its
immediate environs. In two of the three high schools in the district (Hanna
and Westside) students follow traditional gene ral and college preearatory
curricula while the students in the third high school (Aceuffiel comprise a
select group in that they choose to atteed Hauffie because, of it.; vocational
program.

Student Selection Process

Students are assigned to attend either Hoene or Wcstside according to
their place of residence with Hanna being located in the northeast side of
tne district and Westside on the southwest side. Students from any part of

the district may elect to attend McDuffie.

The process by which students are selected to attend McDuffie is as
fellews:

1. During the school year, guidance counselors from MeDuftie present
to all ninth grade students in the School District a slide program explaining
the twelve vocational programs offered at McDuffie.

2. In the second step, all ninth graders in the district attend an
orientation session at McDuffie High. This session includes a description of
the programs at McDuffie and a tour with student guides during which the ninth
eraders see physical facilities and students in action in the twelve vocational
programs conducted atiNcDuffie.

11 Paper presented at the Rural Sociology section of the Annual Meeting of
the Southern Association of Agricultural Scientists, Mubile,Alabaea, February

'19 2-4, 19e6.

2/ h,eociate Professor and Agricultural Reeedrch Associate, eepartment of
Agricultural Lcenonics and Rural Sociology, Clemson University, respectively.
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J. Aftcr this orientation session, interested students MdiX, 4/0;Cd-i

tion to attend Mebuffie the following year. In this application, the students
indicate their first and second choice of vocational program at MeDuffie.
They also provide information about first semester (ninth grade) grades,
attendance records, and achievement and aptitude test scores.

4. Counselors from 3cOuffie conduct personal interviews at the junior
high schools with each of the applicants.

5. The Selection Committee at Mcbuffie considers all applicants. Ap-
plicants are accepted within. the physical limitations of the facilities. For

the past several years, the number of applicants has exceeded the facilities.
Rejections hamre been based primarily on failing grade$ and poet' .tteodance
records of the applicants.

Pur:pose

The purpose of this paper is to compare the educational and occupational
aspirations and expectations of tenth grade students-in a vocational high
school with those of tenth grade students in "normal" high schools in the

sane geographic area.

Source of Data

As stated above, the data were collected during the school year of 1972
as a part of Southern Regional Research Project S-81. More detailed infor-
i__.ion on South Carolinas participation in this project is Included in a

previous report 3/. All tenth-graders present on the day of the interview
in the three schools are included in the report. no attempt was made to
secure data from students absent on the day of the interview. The distri-
bution of the students interviewed in the schools by color and is shown

in Table 1.

Occupational Aspirations

The open-ended question used to determine occupational aspirations was

stated as follows: "If you were completely free to choose any job, what would
you desire most as your lifetime job?" Respondents were requested to list
specific jobs rather than to give general answers such as "work at the mill".
Jobs listed were coded into an adaptation of the t3ureau of Census classifica-
tion. Jobs such as professional athletes and entertainers were classified as
"glamour" and aspirations for jobs in the armed services were listed as
"military". The distribution of occupational aspirations of the students by

3/ Lloyd, Virlyn A., "Aspirations, Expectations, and Attitudes of South
Carolina align School Students," AE 335, Dep4rumcnt Qi Agricultural Lconomics
and Rural Sociology, South Carolina Agricultural C4periment Station, Clemson
University, Clemson, South Carolina, September 1970.
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Table I. Distribution of fenth-Crode Stad,as in tie Three High Schools in
Anderson County, South Carolina, by Color and sex, 1973.

All Schools Hanna
Humber

Westside
Percent

OcOuffie
Number Percent Number Percent

All students . /

Total 785 100.0 611 77,8 174 2Z.2
Male 330 100.0 296 77.9 84 22.1
Female 405 100.0 315 77.8 90 22.2

.

White student.,

Total 642 100.9 486 75.7 156 24.3
Male 316 100.0 236 74.7 30 25.3
reale 326 100.0 250 76.7 76 23.3

Nonwhite students
Total' 143 100.0 125 87.4 18 12.6

Male ,64 100.0 60 93,3 4 6.2
Female 79 100.0. 65 82.3 14 17.7Il...

color is included in Table 2. Not surprisingly, a higher proportion of the
white males at Hanna and W,estside than at McDuffie aspired to jobs classified
as professional and technical. Conversely, jobs classified as craftsmen and
operatives were chosen by a disproportionate number of the white males at
McDuffie. The small number of black males choosing to go to Westside precluded
comparing of occupational aspirations of nonwhite males by choice of school.

The major disparities in the occupational aspirations of the female students
were that a 'higher proportion of female tenth-graders at Hanna and Westside
chose occupations classified as professional and .glamour. The McOuffie girls
disproportionately chose jobs in the categories of clerical and sales and ser-
vice workers.

Occupational Exiectations

As a part of the research in the 5-81 project, an attempt has been made
to distinguish between aspirations and expectations. The responses to the
question concerning what jobs the students actually expected to have when they
became adults are summarized In Table 3. Examination of the data on occupa-
tional aspirations (Table 2) and occupational expectations (Table 3) indicate

that the latter are more realistic. For example the proportion expecting
"glamour" occupations is lower than those aspiring to these occupations. Sim-

ilarly, a much higher proportion of all sex and color groups expect jobs in
the classification of clerical and sales and operatives than aspire to jobs
in those categories.
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Educational Aspirations

The data on educational aspirations were obtained from the responses
to the question: "If you could have as much schooling as you desire,
which of the following would yop do? (Circle only one number):

I. Quit school right now.
2. Complete high school.
3. Complete a business, commercial, electronics, or some other technical

program after finishing high school.
4. Graduate from junior college (2 years).
5. Graduate from a college or university.
6. Complete additional studies after grAduating from a college or

university."

The students who elected to attend the vocational high school indicated
lower educational aspirations than did those students enrolled in the other
twc high schools. These data are presented in Table 4. For all color and
sex groups, a larger proportion of the McDuffie students did not express a
desire for any education beyond high school. Conversely, except for black
females, a higher proportion of students at Hanna and Westside than at
McDuffie indicated a desire to go to graduate school. In general, the
expressed educational aspirations of these students are congruent'with their
choice of a vocational high school.

Educational Expectations

In addition to educational aspirations, respondents were requested to
indicate the level of education they expected to achieve. Answers to-this
question summarized in Table 5 are in the same general pattern as those for
Oucational aspirations in the previous table. Educational expectations
dire somewhat lower than aspirations. A larger proportion of the students
at Hanna and Westside aspire to and expect to achieve more formal education
than do the students.at McDuffie.

Conclusions

The data presented in this paper support the hypothesis that the educa-
-tional and occupational aspirations of students who elect to attend a
vocational high school differ from those of students attending conventional
high schools. A lower proportion of students in the vocational high school
indicated a job preference for the professional and technical occupations.
This was true of all color and sex groups except the nonwhite males where
the small number precludes drawing any conclusions. Among both white and
nonwhite females, a larger proportion of the vocational students expressed
an aspiration for jobs classed as clerical and sales and as service workers.

With regard to educational aspirations, with the exception of nonwhite
females, a smaller proportion of the vocational students indicated an
interest in college and graduate school. Conversely, more of the vocational

'7
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7 high school students !ndicated the desire to end their formal trainim
with high school or vocational school.

These responses are not unexpected but they do indicate that the
students choice of a,vocational curriculum in high school is congruent with
their educational and occupational aspirations.
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